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Present: Fr. Dan Sanders, Fr. Matthew Jacob, Susan Arensmeier, Doug Borys, Mary Elise Cervelli, John Clark, Jim 
Kochan, Monica Misey, Joe Russell, Jon VanDrisse  
 

I. Meeting opened at 7:00 PM with the Air Force Academy’s Christmas Production of “One Voice”, 
followed by reflection and personal sharing.  The Council unanimously decided the song should be 
used as our theme song during the rebuilding project. 

II. Housekeeping Items 
a. Approval of November 20, 2018 Meeting Minutes – the November minutes were unanimously 

approved by a motion by Doug Borys, seconded by Mary Elise Cervelli, with one correction: 
i. Under IV(b), the Parish Leadership Team includes Margaret Caldwell and Jane Bartlett. 

b. Amazing Parish Update – Monica Misey shared the Amazing Parish Online Module 10, about the 
parish “Rallying Cry”.  The Pastoral Council was then shown the Rallying Cry plans by the Parish 
Leadership Team, focusing on rebuilding the church physically and spiritually.  Pastoral Council 
agreed with the current priority, will learn more about Amazing Parish at their spring retreat, 
and will think about the Rallying Cry after the rebuild. 

III. Commission Liaison Reports and Actions – see attached. Additional comments: 
a. Mary Elise brought up questions about the new baptismal font that were discussed. 
b. Anyone with items/donations for the Shamrock Silent Auction should contact Joe Russell. 
c. Jon VanDrisse said the Finance Commission is starting the budget process for next year. 
d. Doug Borys said we will hear back regarding security issues after the Council of Priests. 

IV. Pastor Update and Miscellaneous Items: 
a. Fr. Dan reported invitations for high school representatives for PC are on hold due to Michael 

Mueller’s paternity leave. 
b. Fr. Dan provided two pages of the rewritten Parish Athletic Handbook; attached. 
c. Fr. Dan discussed the difficulties of finding new parish leadership for the international twinning 

partners.  This will be discussed at the next Human Concerns meeting, with the focus on the 
Missionary Fraternity this year. 

 
The meeting closed at 8:45 PM with vespers. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Monica Misey 
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Commission Liaison Updates for Pastoral Council Meeting on 12/18/2018 
 

Stewardship (MaryElise Cervelli) 
• An informal meeting was held as part of the Christmas Party. 

• Photo Directories were distributed Nov. 10-11th and Dec. 8-9th. 

• Approximately 1/2 of the 600 NEW Photo Directories have been distributed. 

• Parishioners have been asked to stop by the Parish Office to pick up the remaining directories. 

• Version III is not confirmed yet; perhaps August or October 2019. 

• We met jointly with Catholic Formation Nov 13th and discussed ways of working with them.  

• Events such as the Nov 9-10th Arise Session and Inheritance 2018 for young adults would be ideal to 
promote as a Parish. 

 

School (Joe Russell & Doug Borys) 
• 8th Grade Graduation Location (Friday 5/31 at 6:30 pm):  Lumen Christi will be starting the second phase 

of construction this spring.  The church will be undergoing extensive renovation, which will affect our 
graduation ceremony and reception.  School parents have met with Kelly Fyfe along with the chairs of 
the graduation dance and church decorating committees to discuss alternative spaces.   To keep 
graduation on-site, we had to make a few adjustments to the usual spaces that are typically used.  First, 
we will hold the graduation ceremony in St. Cecilia’s hall.  This is going to be where weekend mass will 
be held for Lumen Christi during the construction.   Then the reception (followed by the dance for the 
8th graders) will be held in St. James hall.  After looking at the spaces, it was agreed that this would be 
the best alternative place to hold the event.   

• Christmas Gift Program:  The Christmas Gift Program is an annual tradition started by Lumen Christi 
parents 25 years ago to do something special for all teachers and staff at our school each 
Christmas.  The Christmas Gift Program is intended to provide a simple, meaningful way to express 
heartfelt thanks to each member of the dedicated Lumen Christi staff.  Parents are encouraged to 
consider any donation they can give, as it is much appreciated. 

• This Month’s Saint Trait:  During the month of December, our school’s theme is Patience.   

• Middle School Grading:  The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has informed all schools that by the 2019-20 
school year all schools must fully adopt and implement Standards Based Grading Practices.  Our 3K, 4K, 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd-grade students have always been assessed using the Standards Based process, and over 
the last two years, the 4th and 5th-grade classes have transitioned to Standards Based.  What this means 
for our school and how it looks at the middle school level is yet to be determined.  Julie McCarragher, 
the middle school team leader, and Principal Fyfe will be attending a conference that the Archdiocese is 
hosting to learn more. 

 
Human Concerns (Monica Misey and Cathy Liska) 

• Nothing new to report, no meeting in the past 4 weeks 
 

Building Items (Doug Borys, Susan Arensmeier) 
• PRA and Berghammer continue their efforts with design development and budgeting. 

• Liturgical Arts and Furnishings subcommittee in partnership with Joseph Wittman, archdiocesan 
liturgical design consultant, and Inspired Artisans, commissioned liturgical element artists, also continue 
with design development and refinement. 
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• Capital Campaign efforts continue as we work towards achieving the 50% cash on hand requirement 
prior to project commencement.  Efforts have been initiated to negotiate a financing package to fund 
any shortfall prior to the scheduled project approval meeting with the Archdiocese in April. 

• The latest renderings were debuted, and project update given at all Masses December 8th and 
9th.  Hospitality was held after all Masses with members of the Ad Hoc Building Committee available to 
engage in conversation and answer questions. 

• The next Liturgical Arts and Furnishing subcommittee meeting is scheduled for January 28. 
 

Catholic Formation (Susan Arensmeier) 
Adult Formation -   

• The young adult group concluded their experience with a holiday party and the completion of the 
Turning Point study. 

• Alpha takes a hiatus until the Alpha Retreat on January 5th.  Alpha will be a day long retreat beginning 

with a continental breakfast, 2 videos and discussions, lunch, 2 videos and discussions and 4:30pm Mass.    

• Sign-ups for The Mass, our next Tuesday morning book study, are filling up.  It will begin on January 8.   

• Christmas Angel Tree is going on now to benefit Riverwest Food Pantry.  Teens come in to sort regularly 

during the week and many teens and adults will be on hand to transport packages to Riverwest and help 

patrons shop and wrap gifts.  Stop in the parish offices to see the tremendous number of gifts brought in 

by our generous parishioners.   

• Ireland Trip registration will go until January 15 and then close.   

High School Formation- 

• Michael and Mary Mueller had a baby girl on Wednesday, December 5th at 6:46pm.  Her name is Lucy 
Marie and she is 6 lbs, 15 oz and 20.5 inches long.  The new family is doing well.  Michael will return 
from paternity leave on January 7th.   

• Formation goes through December 16 and then will return in January. 

• The holiday art fair raised $5000.00 to help offset trip fees to Oklahoma and North Carolina this 

summer.  The North Carolina trip is filled but there are some spots left for Oklahoma.   

• College Care packages went out in November and early December. 

Middle School/Child Ministry- 

• The Lumenators middle school group got together for a holiday pot luck and service project on 
Wednesday, December 12th in St. Cecilia Hall.  They made care packages for those experiencing 
homelessness.  The packages will be distributed on the streets by staff and volunteers from Milwaukee 
non-profit, Just Ministries.     

• The annual Holiday Food Pack to benefit House of Peace was a resounding success.  Both Child Ministry 

and Middle School Ministry coordinated this even on December 9.  An Advent play will take place on 

December 16th in the gym. 

We are beginning to evaluate our programs and are planning for next year when space is limited during 

construction.  What do we keep, what do we change and what direction do we want to take?     

Catholic Formation takes a break during the holidays and programs begin again in January.   
 

Prayer and Worship (Jim Karolewicz & Jim Kochan) 
• No update from prayer and worship as the next meeting is in January.  
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Finance (David Kriete & David Hession) 
• Meeting 12/18/18 at 5:30pm -- verbal report will be given 

 

Deanery Level Items (Doug Borys) 

• Church security and crisis planning:  Catholic Mutual has prepared a draft safety and emergency 
procedure document in the event of an active shooter.  Next step is to the Council of Priests.   

• Guidelines for extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist:  The Deacon Senate has agreed to participate in 
the training and formation that goes with the new guidelines.  Training opportunities are being 
developed 

 

Trustee Level Items (Jon VanDrisse & John Clark) 
• Nothing new to report 

 

Staff Level (Ken Sosnowski) 
• Nothing new to report 
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