
Lumen Christi Pastoral Council 
Regular Meeting 
October 17, 2017 

 
Present:   
 Council and Staff:  Fr. Dan Sanders, Monica Misey, Jon Van Drisse, Bob Pauly, Mike Cesarz, Doug 
 Borys, David Hession, Ken Sosnowski, John Clark, Jim Karolewicz, Susan Arensmeier 
 

I. Meeting opened at 7:05 with the introduction of Bob Pauly, our new Minister of Discipleship.  
Bob’s term of employment with Lumen Christi began October 16.  Bob shared his background with 
Council and participated in the Lectio Divina prior to departing the meeting. 

II. The upcoming Sunday Gospel was read followed by prayerful contemplation, personal sharing and 
intentions (Lectio Divina). 

III. Housekeeping Items: 
a. Susan moved to approve minutes from the September meeting that were prepared by Jim.  

John seconded the motion.  Fr. Dan remarked that Feed My Starving Children would not be 
held in 2018 as indicated in the draft minutes.  The motion carried unanimously pending 
removal of the Feed My Starving Children statement. 

b. Parish Life Night will be held on November 14.  Bob will offer the Opening Prayer and Ken 
will provide the food. 

c. The February 20, 2018 Pastoral Council meeting and the March 13, 2018 Parish Life Night 
(PLN) conflict with the Soup and Substance program scheduled on Tuesday evenings 
during Lent.  A discussion ensued about how to address the conflict.  Council concluded 
that the March 13 PLN would be canceled to allow for all to participate in the Soup and 
Substance program.  Due to the timing of the budget process, Council also concluded that 
the March 20, 2018 Pastoral Council meeting would be a joint meeting with Finance 
Council.  A decision on whether to cancel or reschedule the February 20, 2018 Pastoral 
Council meeting will be made at a later date. 

IV. Commission Reports and Actions: Ken incorporated a summary of the Commission Liaison 
Updates into the agenda. Below is a recap of the summaries or live discussion for each 
commission.  

a. Finance (David Kriete, David Hession) 
Jon distributed the 9/30/17 Balance Sheet and Income Statement and provided a summary of 
the 3rd Quarter financial statements.  Jon remarked that the Envelope and Offertory income is 
$20k under budget to date.  This will be highlighted in the soon to be released Annual Report 
and addressed by Fr. Dan and Fr. Matthew at Commitment Sunday. 
b. Prayer and Worship (Jim Karolewicz) – no updates from last meeting. 
c. Stewardship (Monica Misey) 

 Picture Directory sign-up is happening now; encourage people to sign up and 
volunteers are needed during the photo sessions.  All info is on the Parish website.  Fr. 
Dan recorded a promotional robo-call to encourage participation. 

 Welcome breakfast for new parishioners on October 29 at 9:30am in St. James Hall.  
Stewardship hopes Council members will attend to greet new parishioners.  RSVP to 
Michael Kilian at mrkilian01@gmail.com. 

 Parish census information will be gathered beginning at the photo sessions. 
 Commissions may give informational materials to Stewardship that can be given out at 

the Information Desk 
d. Human Concerns (Mike Cesarz) 
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 The “Share the Journey” event held October 10 was a fruitful evening with 
approximately 75-80 attendees.  Those in attendance enjoyed fellowship in St. James 
Hall with Fr. Maurizio and several families from Prince of Peace parish in Milwaukee.  A 
prayer service and personal witness followed in the main church.  Lumen Christi hopes 
to visit St. Adalbert’s after the holidays.  “Share the Journey” is a global campaign 
launched by Pope Francis to support immigrants and refugees. 

 Lumen Christi has been selected to participate in the One Community project sponsored 
by the Interfaith Conference of Greater Milwaukee.  The mission of this project is to 
address regional racial segregation and poverty from a faith perspective by pairing up 
urban and suburban communities and fostering an on-going dialogue.  The format will 
be similar to Alpha with a shared meal followed by conversation.  Fr. Dan has 
coordinated dates with Fr. Mike Bertram of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Milwaukee.  
The dates for the project will be 11/8/17 6:30 – 8:30pm at Lumen Christi, 12/9/17 
10:00 to Noon at St. Francis, 1/10/18 6:30 – 8:30pm at Lumen Christi.  Tom Heinan and 
Mike Soika will lead the conversation.  Lumen Christi is looking for a commitment from 
approximately 10 people who can make all three meetings.  Ken and Jim are available 
and would like to participate. 

 Tina Rindt’s role as staff liaison for Human Concerns initiatives is diminishing as she 
takes on other responsibilities.  Bob will step in to the role. 

e.  Catholic Formation (Cathy Liska) 
 Alpha had a successful kick off on Monday, October 16 (pm) and Tuesday, October 17 

(am) with 81 and 64 participants, respectively.  That Man Is You will also offer Alpha 
beginning Friday October 20. 

 Christian Formation classes began the weekend of October 14. 
f. School (Anne Best, input provided by Kim Althus) 

 The beginning of the school year is going well – far more smoothly than 2016 when all 
were adjusting to the new space.  Enrollment is at 313, which is well above target. 

 School Commission has refreshed their strategic goals and identified action plans for 
this year. 

 Grandparent’s Day is October 18. 
g. Deanery Level Items (Doug Borys and Frederick Werkmeister) 

 Doug attended the 10/2 Deanery meeting held at St. Monica’s.  New Archdiocesan 
guidelines on video use at mass and extraordinary ministers of communion were 
discussed. 

h. Trustee Level Items (Jon Van Drisse and John Clark) 
 The parish continues to pursue the purchase of the property immediately west of the 

cemetery.  An anonymous benefactor has donated the funds required for the purchase.  
If the purchase is successful, the land will be used to enlarge the cemetery.  There is a 
potential issue regarding the proximity of the well located on the next property west of 
the property being considered for purchase to future burial plots.  The issue is being 
investigated with the hope of being resolved favorably. 

 A presentation was made to the Archdiocesan Building Commission sharing the initial 
architectural plans, cost projections and funding plans of the Phase II Building Project.  
The Archdiocese reacted favorably and Lumen Christi expects their full support for 
Phase II.  A formal proxy request will be submitted to the Archdiocese for the purchase 
of the property for the cemetery expansion of up to $200k and for the commencement 
of Phase II.  The fundraising timeline for Phase II will be: Silent Phase – November, 



December, January; Formal Phase – February, March 2018; Formal Commitment – April 
2018.  Realistically, construction will begin in April 2019. 

V. Pastors Update 
 The Spring Assembly of Priests will be held 5/7 – 5/9/18.  This conflicts with PLN 

scheduled for May 8.  The calendar will need to be adjusted. 
 Ken emailed to Council prior to the meeting the “Research Corner” section of the 

October Parish Leader Update that examined the relationship between Faith and 
Reason and why today’s young people leave the church.  A brief discussion ensued.   

 Fr. Dan shared that a group calling themselves “Widows and Winos” has formed and are 
meeting monthly.  Fr. Dan looks forward to this meeting each month as he finds the 
gatherings to be quite profound where all have the opportunity to laugh, cry, drink wine 
and enjoy an evening of fellowship.  New participants welcome.  

 Fr. distributed Bob’s “Priorities for the First 90 Days” along with Fr.’s “Ruminations” 
page. In brief, those priorities for our new Minister of Discipleship are: 
i. Meet and Greet time – take time to get to know the parish community including 

families, staff and leadership.  Take time to become familiar with facilities and 
administrative tools. 

ii. Take on a staff leadership role with the Stewardship Commission. 
iii. Take on a staff leadership role with the Human Concerns Commission. 
iv. Assist with the building project and upcoming capital campaign. 
v. Spend time with Fr. Dan and Pastoral Council in order to learn the mission and 

direction of the parish as developed so far (see Fr. Dan’s “Ruminations” page).   
vi. Assist/direct a way to better coordinate all means of communication within the 

parish. 
vii. Help all members of the community take more time for prayer, study and retreats. 

 Fr. Dan thanked Council and the Search Committee for its work.  He is pleased to have 
Bob on staff and can see the hand of the Holy Spirit in accomplishing many of the 
goals/visions that are on his “Ruminations” page. 

VI. The meeting closed at 8:32 with Vespers. 
 
 
 


