
Lumen Christi Pastoral Council 

Regular Meeting 

January 17, 2017  

Present: 

               Council and Staff:  Fr. Dan Sanders, Doug Borys, Susan Arensmeier, Anne Best, Fr. Matthew 

Jacob,     John Clark, Frederick Werkmeister, George Hoff, Ken Sosnowski, Joe Russell, Andy Eyers 

      I.          Meeting opened at 7:08 with the reading of the upcoming Sunday Gospel.  Prayerful contemplation and 

personal sharing followed. 

    II.          Minutes of the December 16, 2016 were approved unanimously after a motion to approve by George 

and a second by Anne. 

  III.          George provided a Finance Council update.  Finance Council will have a budget ready to present Pastoral 

Council by the end of April or early May.  Finance Council is aware of the strong desire for the hiring of a Pastoral 
Associate and has made it a priority for inclusion, if feasible, in the budget.  The capital campaign tied to Phase II of 
the building project will start summer/fall of 2017 (FY 18).  It is possible to see a dip in Envelope and Offertory income 
when there is a capital campaign and that is typical.  George shared that the Council employs a strategic thinking 
approach to the budget process, reviewing Commissions/Ministries in a pie chart form vs. the more business style 
approach to budgeting of comparing revenues and expenses to prior years.  A discussion ensued about the costs of 
missions and ministries, their effectiveness and the potential need to evaluate those that do not meet our 
evangelization expectations.  Removing those that are not effective will allow for the adoption of new programs or 
ministries that may reach more people.  Additional discussion points were:               

a.     Need to communicate better to staff and commissions about the budget 

b.     Need to get more people involved in ministry and support our newly active Stewardship Commission as they 

work to connect with parishioners 

c.      Need to get Ministry Pro operational a.s.a.p. 

  IV.          Joe provided a School Commission update.  He distributed a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article from 

November 2016 reporting on state lawmaker Jesse Kremer’s intention to introduce a bill to allow licensed gun owners 
to carry weapons on the grounds of private schools.  This will match the federal Gun-Free School Zone Act, which 
includes an exception for those with concealed carry licenses.  It is anticipated that this bill will pass.  The bill would 
only allow permit holders to have their guns on school grounds.  It would be up to each school to set policies about 
allowing guns in the buildings.   3 Lumen Christi School (LCS) moms passionately argued against allowing weapons 
on the grounds or in the buildings of LCS at the School Commission meeting held on Parish Life Night in 
January.   Principal Kelly Fyfe is receiving feedback from concerned parents.  A discussion ensued.  Some 
discussion points were: 

a.     Council needs to be aware of this issue and support Principal Fyfe 

b.     Will the Archdiocese provide guidance on this issue? 

c.      What are the insurance ramifications?  Are there any financial considerations? 

d.     Should we wait to discuss this issue in detail until after the law is passed?  It was noted, however, that if the 

legislation is fast-tracked, as expected, the time frame for discussion might be shortened. 

e.     How do we define “grounds” of the school? 



    V.          Ken S. provided an update of Human Concerns – Family Promise.  Lumen Christi has committed to host 

program guests 4 times during 2017.  Guests stay on campus from Sunday – Sunday.  The dates are: April 2, July 9, 
September 24, and November 26.  An April coordinator of volunteers has been found.  Sign Up Genius will be 

used.  Volunteers can sign up to drop off food, visit after dinner or stay over night.  Pulpit announcements will be 
delivered the weekend of February 11/12 to solicit volunteers.  The welcome desk will also have informational 
materials.  Tina Rindt will coordinate Safeguarding training for those that need it.  It was suggested that the Sign Up 
Genius link be put on the parish website.  It was also suggested that the Family Promise team host a gathering of 

volunteers prior to the first commitment week in April so volunteers could meet and understand their responsibilities.  

  VI.          Old Business: 

a.     Christmas:      4pm Christmas Eve Mass, though crowded, was manageable.  The church was full by 3pm.  St 

James Hall was completely full and St. Cecelia’s was 50% full.  The parking ministry team was a tremendous 
help.  Overflow cars parked at Range Line Inn and behind the church.  For safety purposes, there must be more time 
between Christmas Eve masses.  5:30pm is too close to the 4pm mass time mandated by the Archdiocese to safely 
manage the flow of cars and people in to and out of the grounds.  Anne shared some parishioner feedback: 

                                                    i.     We need more hymnals in the pews.  Could we stand them up and fit 3 hymnals 
instead of 2? 

                                                  ii.     It is very tight for Communion in the Baptismal Font area. 

b.     Pastoral Council Retreat – How to Proceed:         Resolved that Council would complete as homework, for 

discussion at the February Council meeting, the Maintenance to Mission Hospitality chart (blue) that we received from 
Michele Nemer at our retreat in January.   Commission Liaisons will explain the form to the Commission Chairs and 
ask them to complete it also.  Andy asked for clarification of some of the statements on the form.  Doug will follow up. 

VII.          New Member Recruitment:  Pastoral Council is seeking 4 new members.  Andy, Joe and Fred will head a 

Pastoral Council committee to invite new members.  Per the Parish Pastoral Council Norms, a Selection Committee 
shall be appointed by the Chairperson to manage all aspects of the nomination and selection process. 

VIII.          Meeting closed approximately 9pm with Vespers. 

Respectfully submitted by:             Susan Arensmeier 

  

  

 


