
 
Pastoral Council Regular Meeting  

St. Elizabeth Room  
September 18, 2018  
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Present:  
Council and Staff: Fr. Dan Sanders, Fr. Matthew Jacob, Susan Arensmeier, Jane Bartlett, Doug Borys, MaryElise 
Cervelli, John Clark, David Hession, Jim Karolewicz, David Kriete, Cathy Liska, Monica Misey, Joe Russell, Ken 
Sosnowski, Jon VanDrisse, Frederick Werkmeister.  

I. Meeting opened at 7:10PM with a reading of the upcoming Sunday gospel by Susan, reflection and personal 
sharing. 

II. Housekeeping Items 

a. 2017-2018 Year End Financial Update -  Jane reviewed the 2017-2018 year-end financial statements. 

Expenses were managed to produce a ‘break even’ budget for the year. Revenue from contributions 

were slightly greater than the prior year. Expenses for the year were above budget due to decisions to 

address some deferred expenses. Jane also reviewed the Building Construction Financial Report for 

phases 1 and 2. The pledge drive continues, with mailings being sent this week to parishioners who have 

yet to pledge a contribution for phase 2 of the campaign. To receive approval to begin construction, fifty 

percent of the cost of the project must be on hand. Additional discussions will occur in the Finance 

Committee. 

b. Approval of June 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes – Minutes of the June 19 Regular Pastoral Council Meeting 

were unanimously approved after a motion to approve by Joe and second by MaryElise. 

c. Approval of August 21, 2018 Meeting Minutes – although we had a joint meeting with St. Francis of 

Assisi Pastoral Council instead of our regular meeting, Susan provided a summary of the evening which 

Ken read for those present. Minutes of the meeting were unanimously approved with a correction that 

Fr. Matthew was not in attendance after a motion to approve by Frederick and second by Cathy.   

d. Discernment of Officers and Commission Liaisons for 2018-2019 –  The 2018-2019 Pastoral Council 
Roster was distributed.  Corrections to incorrect information were collected. Officers for the 2019-2019 
year will be Ken Sosnowski (Chair), Joe Russell (vice Chair) and Jim Karolewicz (Secretary).  John Clark 
and Jon Van Drisse will serve as Parish Trustees.  Commission Liaisons will be Susan Arensmeier 
(Catholica Formation, Doug Borys (School/Deanery), MaryElise Cervelli (Stewardship), David Hession 
(Finance), Jim Karolewicz (Liturgy & Worship), Jim Kochan (Liturgy & Worship), David Kriete (Finance), 
Cathy Liska (Human Concerns), Monica Misey (Human Concerns), Joe Russell (School), Ken Sosnowski 
(Staff) and Frederick Werkmeister (At Large – Human Concerns).  

III. Commission Liaison Reports and Actions – see attached.  Additional comments are noted below.  
a. Building – Locked Doors Policy – cameras and remote control of door locks is nearing completion.  
b. Update on Child Friendly Space – construction has been completed and decoration is in progress. 
c. Parish Life Night – Ken commented on the excellent attendance for the event on Septemer 11th.  

Positive feedback on announcements from various commissions at the beginning of the evening.  Peggy 
Hughes began the evening with a reading from Mark 4:26-29 followed by prayer. Ken will be seeking 
others to volunteer to begin future events.  Fr. Dan will be encouraging more witnessing/pulpit time 
from formation leaders throughout the year. 

d. Amazing Parish Conference Update – occurring October 17 – 19th.  Fr Dan has identified four 
individuals to attend and extended invitations. 

e. Goals and Benchmarks for 2018-2019 - Fr. Dan distributed the 2018-2019 Partial Calendar – Initiatives 
– Themes document and reviewed the activities occurring through October.  There is significant activity 
in all areas of ministry.
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f. Next Deanery Meeting – will be held at St. Monica’s on Monday October 8, 2018 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM.  
The spring 2019 meeting will be held at Lumen Christi on April 8th. 

g. Mission Appeal – Center for Working Families – Padre Gustavo will visit Lumen Christi this coming 
weekend and speak at all masses. 

h. High School Representative for Parish Council – Jim has worked with Mike Mueller to identify 4 
students who have indicated willingness to participate.  He will be following up with Mike and the 
students to validate their interest and invite them to a future meeting.  Seeking two students who can 
participate so we have at least one in attendance at each meeting.  

i. Milwaukee Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women – Ken received information requesting that it be 
disseminated within the appropriate groups in the parish.  Cathy Liska was provided the information 
for follow-up. 

 Meeting closed with vespers at 9:10PM.  

Respectfully submitted by Jim Karolewicz  
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Commission Liaison Updates for Pastoral Council Meeting on 9/18/18 
Human Concerns  
 

Catholic Formation (Cathy Liska) 
Need a representative from each commission to attend the New Parishioner Breakfast, Sunday October 14th, between the 

8:30 and 11 am masses.  We are hoping each rep could introduce themselves, say what their commission does (just a 

minute or two), and then mingle and meet with the new parishioners. Volunteer names should be given to Monica. 

New staff members:  Lea Rosenberg, Director of Child Ministry and Amy Kroll, Director of Middle School Ministry 
Young Family ministry:  Mom and Toddler Playgroups, and Childcare during Mass 
CF registration: Numbers and Catechism update 
Adult Formation opportunities:  Fall Alpha, Prophets series, and RCIA candidates 
Home school Co-op Pilot:  Theology of the Body 
 

Stewardship (MaryElise Cervelli) 
New Parishioner Breakfast: 
About 60 invitations have been sent out to New Parishioners inviting them to the event on 10-14-18. 
There will be delicious food, piping hot coffee and juice for all! (PC invited too) 
Bob Pauley will introduce the New Parishioners, Fr. Dan will lead us in an opening prayer. 
Each Commission will be introduced and asked to say a few words. 
Commission Information stations - with the hopes of attracting New Parishioner Volunteers will be located around the 
room. There will be time to mingle and check out Ministry options. All Parish Council members are encouraged to attend! 
Casino Night News:  There are about 50 reservations at this time. Joel will contact Mark to offer further assistance. 
Parish Photo Directory Update: 
Should be about 1 week until Monica Misey proofs the 2nd edition. 600 copies will be ordered. 
Distribution to be determined but with preference to retaining the personal touch and not simply mailing them. 
Consensus is to delay the next round of photos until Fall 2019 
Extra copies of the current edition will be given to New Parishioners as they leave the New Parishioner Breakfast on 10.14 
Parish Fundraising Campaign: 
Agreement to defer to the Parish Council for suggestions of a social event with Stewardship’s enthusiastic willingness to 
help in any way needed 
Engaging Millennials: 
Five people were at the recent “Matthew Kelly” meeting facilitated by Tina. 
We identified 3 groups we hope to engage: College kids, Post College age, and Young Families. 
Bob Pauley will invite John, TIna, & Michael to attend the Stewardship meeting on 10.9 
 
 

Finance (David Kriete & David Hession)/ Jane B. 
They are meeting just prior to the PC meeting and will provide a live update. 
 

Prayer and Worship (Jim Karolewicz) 
Mass attendance numbers for May through August were distributed. They are stable and similar to last year (see attached). 
Liturgical dates for Fall/Winter 2018 were reviewed (see attached). Christmas/New Year's Day mass schedules will be 
similar to last year.  
Design work for worship space continues as part of phase 2 of the building project.  
Response to request for greeters for all masses has been positive. Greeter schedule is now in Ministry Pro. 
Sacristan and necessary ministers were available for 6PM Sunday mass. 
Proposed change to remove teams for communion ministers was deferred until May, as was proposal for iPad sign-in. 
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Building Items (Doug Borys) 
From August: The Building Committee has continued to meet over the summer.  Donations to Phase two are slowing but 
we are on track and continuing the process of soliciting more.  The committee authorized the engagement of the architects 
(PRA) to continue their work.  During the last meeting we also reviewed the conceptual drawings for the altar, ambo, 
baptismal font and stained glass.  It was inspiring!  We also decided that the bell tower will not have stained glass (it would 
be too dark).  

 
School (Doug Borys) 
The School Commission is working on the school’s strategic plan.  The plan will focus on three areas of interest.  1. 
Organizational Capacity, 2.  Re-imagining Teaching and Instruction, and 3. Culture.  Reoccurring themes across all three 
were keeping parents involved and communications.   

 
Deanery Level Items (Doug Borys & Frederick Werkmeister) 
Nothing new to report at this time 

 
Trustee Level Items (Jon VanDrisse & John Clark) 
Cemetery Update 
 

Staff Level (Ken Sosnowski) 
Reminder-  Request that PC Members/Commission Leaders voluntarily staff the desk after/before Masses. (not necessary to 
schedule, as long as we all are willing to help/participate) 

  


