
Lumen Christi Pastoral Council 

Regular Meeting 

St. Elizabeth Room 

May 15, 2018 

 

Present:   

 Council and Staff:  Fr. Dan Sanders, Fr. Matthew Jacob, Jim Karolewicz, Susan Arensmeier, Mike 

 Cesarz, Anne Best, Monica Misey, Doug Borys, Frederick Werkmeister, Jane Bartlett, Ken Sosnowski, 

 John Clark 

 Guest:  Denise Teresovic 

 

I. Meeting opened at 7pm with the introduction of guest Denise Teresovic, new parishioner, discerning 

for service on Pastoral Council followed by the reading of the upcoming Sunday Gospel, personal 

sharing and reflection. 

 

II. A list was compiled by staff of approximately 80 parishioners/families that contributed to Phase I of the 

Building Campaign but have yet to contribute to Phase II.  Jane asked Council members to make a 

personal appeal via follow-up phone calls to those on the list.  The names were read and Council 

members volunteered to call those they knew or were willing to call.  Jane distributed a sample script for 

the calls.  Members were asked to make their calls prior to June 2.   

 

III. Housekeeping items: 

a. Minutes of the April 17 Regular Pastoral Council Meeting were approved unanimously after a 

motion to approve by Anne and a second by Doug. 

b. The Discernment meeting for new and continuing Pastoral Council members will by May 29 at 

7pm.  Ken will reserve the room. 

c. Mike Cesarz read a statement to Council explaining his decision to not serve a second term on 

Council.  He will continue to serve on the Human Concerns Commission. 

d. Election of Officers for the 2018/2019 Pastoral Council will take place at the June 18 meeting. 

e. Council members are asked to submit their Amazing Parish Attendee recommendations to Fr. 

Dan by May 24. 

f. Fr. Dan gave an update from the May 14 Arts and Furnishings meeting.  Council members were 

asked to forward inquiries they receive about the building project to Mike Walton in order to 

ensure coordinated messaging. 

 

IV. Commission Liaison Reports and Actions:  see attached. 

 

V. Pastor Update and Misc. Items: 

a. Fr. Dan and Fr. Matthew attended the Spring Assembly of Priests May 7 – May 9.  They 

obtained insights on how to remain healthy both physically and emotionally. 

b. Fr. Dan met with Fr. Mike Bertram to discuss how to continue with the friendly, social 

relationship building between Lumen Christi and St. Francis of Assisi (SFA) as well as St. 

Michael’s and St. Francis Borgia (SFB).  The following suggested schedule of activities was 

created: 

i. September 2018 – follow up meeting with all 4 parishes 

ii. Invite Pastoral Council of SFA to come to our August Council meeting so we can get to 

know each other in a Council setting 

iii. Lumen Christi will join SFA parish at their annual Puerto Rican Celebration to be held 

June 23 this year. 



iv. Plan a “Pulpit Exchange” – Fr. Dan and Fr. Matthew would swap with Fr. Mike for one 

weekend  

v. Lumen Christi will join SFA Saturday August 4 at their annual parish Brewer’s game. 

c. John from Code Red Security will be on site Friday May 25 to evaluate the school and main 

building from a security hardware perspective.  Dan Morris spoke with faculty after meeting 

with Council at the April meeting.  Fr. Dan is awaiting his report. 

d. Fr. Dan shared recent news from the Open Arms Free Clinic, Elkhorn, Walworth County.  Fr. 

had sent the latest newsletter to Council prior to the meeting.  The emphasis of the clinic has 

always been neighbors helping neighbors and fostering a spirit of community. 

e. Fr. Matthew spoke about his recent travel and retreat experience. 

 

VI. Meeting closed at 8:50 with Vespers. 

 
 

Commission Liaison Updates for Pastoral Council Meeting on 5/15/18 
 
Prayer and Worship (Jim Karolewicz) 
Mass Count Data 
Mass counts from January - April 2018 were in line with prior year attendance.  
Easter Sunday total mass attendance was 2,586.  
Sunday evening mass attendance was highest in conjunction with formation events. Beginning May 27th, there will not be a 6:00pm 
Sunday evening mass. This mass will resume on September 9, 2018.    
 
Building Bridges 
All Saints Choir joined our choir on 4/22/18 with a luncheon in St. Cecilia Hall.  
On May 19th, the Choir from St. Michael’s Parish will join our choir at the 4:30 Saturday evening Mass. 
 
Greeter Ministry  
The Greeter Ministry will be added to Ministry Pro this summer – this ministry is in the process of being formalized 
Extra greeters will be sought for special occasions such as Palm Sunday. 
 
Sign Language  
Margaret Caldwell will be requesting an article in the bulletin seeking anyone in the parish who knows American Sign Language who 
would like to take up this ministry. 
Discussion occurred as to whether this is an opportunity to leverage technology in the worship space. Fr. Dan commented that we 
are not yet in a position to discuss the technology capabilities of the new worship space 
 
Ministry for the Assembly 
Concern expressed regarding the low number of school children and their parents attending Sunday mass. Suggestion made to 
include the “All Are Welcome at Lumen Christi Parish pamphlet” information on the back of the summer songbook. Discussion 
ensued on how best to address this issue.  Jim K said he’d reach out to Tina Rindt to follow-up. 
We have a lack of committed servers. Personal invitation, training and a focused ministry fair are under consideration.  
 
Child Ministry Dates  
October 21st, November 18th, February 10th and March 24th will be next year’s dates for Christian Formation masses. 
 
Family Mass 
Family Mass will be held on July 9th at the 4:30 Saturday evening mass with hospitality afterwards. Feedback received that young 
families with small children do not attend mass because they are afraid their children will be disruptive. This mass will welcome and 
encourage families with children of all ages to attend.  
 
Confirmation 
Confirmation service held this past Friday, May 11th.  



 

 
 
Stewardship (Monica Misey) 
Plans are underway for a June photo session.  We want this directory to be a community builder; if you were not in the first edition, 
please sign-up for a photo in June!  The timing is great for families with college students or snowbirds coming back to 
Wisconsin.  Please spread the word and encourage people to take part. The sign-up link is on the parish website and additional 
information will be in the bulletin and flocknotes. No robocalls will be made for this session rather Stewardship plans to reach out to 
parishioners via Hospitality. 
 

Human Concerns (Mike Cesarz via Bob Pauly) 
-At Parish Life Night, presentation and discussion on women deacons by Marge Sebern.  She presented the historical precedence 
that women deacons were indeed a part of the early Church.  If you would like to learn more, please feel free to reach out to Marge. 
 
-Deeper discussion regarding the four-parish Human Concerns dinner, and our future direction.  We all agreed that it was a very rich 
experience and we look forward to a meaningful follow-up. (See attached “Child of God Concerns” page) 
 
-Our next Human Concerns meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 12 @ 6:30 pm.  We will have updates that evening on two of our 
Twinning Partners from Mike and Mary Cesarz, and Don and Linda McCann. 
 
-We will not be meeting in July for the summer break, but will continue again on Tuesday, August 14 @ 6:30 pm 

 
Catholic Formation (Cathy Liska) 
Beautiful Confirmation celebration this past Friday evening...over 60 Confirmands, with Bishop Schuerman presiding.  
All four First Communion Masses have been completed with the children participating in a May crowning celebration at their weekly 
school Mass.  
Jon Metz is in the process of interviewing candidates for the Child ministry position. He has been both surprised and pleased with 
the number of applicants (eight) as well as their credentials. Second interviews to begin shortly.  Fr. Dan has narrowed down to one 
candidate who will be meeting with Jon Metz to finalize employment details. 
 

Finance (David Kriete & David Hession)/ Jane B. 
No big items to report for this month 
 

Deanery Level Items (Doug Borys & Frederick Werkmeister) 
Nothing new to report at this time 
 

Trustee Level Items (Jon VanDrisse & John Clark) 
Nothing new to report at this time 
 

Staff Level (Ken Sosnowski)-  
Potential Website description for PC: (Rough draft – feel free to edit) 
“Pastoral Council is a group of eleven volunteers from all areas of our Parish that meet with our Pastor every month.  Our goal is to 
help our Parish to develop Catholic identity, promote evangelization and foster stewardship.  We are engaged in the continuous 
process of pastoral planning from the viewpoints, wants and needs of our current parishioners, our future parishioners, our 
community, the Archdiocese and the world. 
  
These volunteers, rooted in our faith, serve short cyclical terms to ensure that new people and new ideas are helping to drive the 
ministries that are responsible for the growth and success of our Parish.  Our meetings are open to anyone that would like to attend, 
and we are always looking to find new Council members as current members finish their terms of service.” 
 
A discussion was held about adding a youth member to Council for a one-year term.  Jim K said he’d speak to Michael Mueller about 
potential candidates. 
 



 
 
Building Items  
          (Summary from Fred Stoltz, Program Director at the James Company): 
Current cash & pledge total is $4,284,233.   Our next Campaign Team meeting is Thursday, June 28 at 8:00am.   
         Timeline  
April 24/25:  Mailing to all parishioners who have not responded (Letter, response form, return envelope) 
May 1: Ad Hoc Building Committee meeting. 
2nd week in May:  Email to all school parents promoting campaign. 
May 10:  Campaign Team meeting at 8:00am 
May 14: Art & Furnishings Team meeting (6:00pm) 
May 15:  Pastoral Council meeting…members are assigned campaign follow-up phone calls. (I have provided Jane with the Call List 
and Phone Call Script) 
June 2/3:  Fr. Dan & Fr. Matthew will promote the campaign from the pulpit.  Jane has arranged Hospitality after each Mass to 
promote conversation re: the project. 
June 4:  Art & Furnishings Team meeting (6:00pm) 
June 25:  Joint Meeting of Ad Hoc Team along with Art & Furnishings Team  (6:30pm) 
June 28:  Campaign Team meeting (8:00am) to discuss overall response and review donors who have not yet responded. 
 
          

Summary from Ad Hoc Building Committee (Doug Borys): 
Current timetable has the architect starting to draft construction documents in August.  The goal to start construction is May 
2019.  Estimated budget is $7 million.  Current fundraising has generated cash and pledges of $4.1 million+.  To break ground in May 
we must have $3.5 million in cash on hand by April.  Arts and Furnishing have been working on alter, ambo, baptismal font and 
Marian shrine designs.  A nursery/child’s play area will be created in the current library and cloakroom to be paid with Faith in our 
Future funds. A discussion ensued about fundraising and timelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTE:  Words italicized are notes taken during Council meeting.  Words in standard font are notes 
submitted by Liaisons directly. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Susan Arensmeier 


