
 
 

Catholic Formation is 

excited to present a 

program for ALL 

family members & 

parishioners! 
1st Eucharist, 

1st Reconciliation, 

& Confirmation 

Information 

Inside! 

NEW this year! 

Intergenerational Faith Formation 



Attending Catholic Formation does not  
take the place of weekly Mass attendance.  

It is a parental responsibility to make  
Sunday Mass attendance a priority.  

 
Children in our Catholic Formation program are taught that 

Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith.  
Please make sure your child has the opportunity to  

worship weekly with your family.   
 

Mass Times 
Mequon:  Saturday, 4:30 pm; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30, and 11:15 am 

Thiensville:  Saturday, 5:00 pm; Sunday 8:30 & 10:00 am 
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This year,  

Catholic Formation  
is going to an  

all-Generations of 
Faith format.   

 
 

Instead of traditional Sunday and Wednesday classes, 
Catholic Formation will be family based.  

 

We will present a monthly two-and-a-half hour GOF 
event offered at four different times for all CF families 

and other parishioners to choose from: 
 

Sundays at 12:15 & 5:00 pm 
Mondays at 5:30 pm 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm 
 

Events for 2009-2010 are: 
The Creed: We Believe 

Wednesday, September 9 5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday September 13     12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, September 14 5:30τ8:00 pm 
 

We Believe Jesus Was Born of the Virgin Mary 
(The Rosary) 

Wednesday, October 7  5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday October 11         12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, October 12      5:30τ8:00 pm 
 

We Believe in the Communion of Saints 
(All Saints Day) 

Wednesday, November 4 5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday November 8        12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, November 9 5:30τ8:00 pm 
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We Believe in Jesus Christ  
(Advent/Christmas) 

Wednesday, December 9    5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday December 9         12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, December 14          5:30τ8:00 pm 
 

We Believe in God 
Wednesday, January 6   5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday January 10          12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, January 11          5:30τ8:00 pm 
 

We Believe in the Church 
 Sunday January 31          12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, February 1        5:30τ8:00 pm 
Wednesday, February 3   5:30τ8:00 pm  

 

²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 5ŜŀǘƘ ϧ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ  
(Lent & Easter Season) 

Wednesday, March 10   5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday March 14           12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, March 15          5:30τ8:00 pm 
 

We Believe in God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth  
(Earth Day) 

Wednesday, April 14  5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday April 18             12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, April 19          5:30τ8:00 pm 

 

We Believe in the Holy Spirit 
Wednesday, May 12   5:30τ8:00 pm   
Sunday May 16              12:15τ2:45 pm &  5:00τ7:30 pm 
Monday, May 17          5:30τ8:00 pm 

Each Generations of Faith event takes a large number of 
volunteers serving as catechists or prayer leaders, helping 
with hospitality or set-up, and serving in many other ways.   

 
If you can help, please contact Vicki Hagan at  
414-963-4622 or at angel2hagan@wi.rr.com.   

Is God Calling You? 
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Generations of Faith: 
A Lifelong Learning Community 

 
At the heart of the Generations of Faith approach is the 
development of the parish as a lifelong learning community, a 
congregation of learners. It is essential that we empower every 
member of our community to become both teacher and learner. 
In a learning community, learners are teaching, teachers are 
learning, and all activitiesτmeetings, prayer, service, and 
community eventsτinclude learning. Through this approach, 
parish communities can be revitalized and transformed. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ  

being catechized but also receives 
much from them. New converts, 
especially adolescents and adults, 
in adhering to Jesus Christ, bring to 
the community which receives 
them, new religious and human 
wealth. Thus, the community grows 
and develops. Catechesis not only 
brings to maturity the faith of those 
being catechized but also brings the 
community itself to 
maturity.έ (General Directory for 
Catechesis #221) 

 
A congregation of learners creates a culture of learning. In such a 
congregation, every activity of Church life is viewed as an 
opportunity for learning. Catechesis is seamlessly integrated with 
liturgy, justice and service, prayer and spirituality. Catechesis 
prepares people for active, conscious, meaningful participation in 
liturgy and in the Church year. It helps them reflect on the 
meaning and significance of their participation on their lives as 
Catholics. Catechesis prepares people for the work of justice and 
acts of service, and helps individuals reflect on the connection 
between their actions and their faith. This approach leads to a 
deepening of Catholic commitment and an increased Catholic  
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A congregation of 
learners is a center for 

authentic Catholic 
learning. Such learning, 
when viewed as a life-

long endeavor that 
grows out of the life of 
the community, in turn 

strengthens the 
community. 

practice. It contributes to the creation of a strong sense of community 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦ-renewing. 
 
The General Directory for Catechesis echoes this understanding when it 
reminds us that catechesis is centered in the life of the entire 
community. 
 

Our parish faith formation program: 
Gives a way to build up the faith of your family and to grow in 
faith as parents and as children 
Is a better model of learning because parents learn alongside 
their children at the preparation program, and this makes it 
easier to bring the learning home 
Provides an opportunity for families to spend time together 
every month and gives them time to complete activities at 
home, rather than driving to classes each week 
Encourages everyone to participate in church lifeτSunday 
Mass, Church events, etc.τin which the whole community 
gathers, celebrates, and lives their faith. If we want our 
children and teens to become lifelong Catholics and members 
of the Church, we have to start now by involving the whole 
family in the life of the Church 
/ƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
textbook series. Sacramental preparation for Eucharist, 
Reconciliation, and Confirmation will be separate programs, in 
addition to monthly Generations of Faith sessions 
Begins with a meal because we are Eucharistic people. We 
gather at Eucharist to receive the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. We then take Christ out to the world. Each time we 
share meals together, we continue to share the body and blood 
of Christ with each other 

 
 

Adapted from Generations of Faith: Lifelong Faith Formation for the Whole Parish 
Community, © 2005, Center for Ministry Development,            

Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, CT 06355 
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Generations of Faith  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is Generations of Faith?  

Generations of Faith (GOF) is a program focused on lifelong faith 
formation for all ages. Both the young and the mature are on a faith 
journey that continues to grow through formation and sharing with 
others. The GOF program brings all people of the parish together for 
formation, education, community building, and transformation.  

 

 

What does it look like? 

Generations of Faith starts with everyone gathering for a meal and a 
chance to socialize and build community. We share prayer in a large 
group, we break out for age-appropriate lessons, and then we return 
for large group sharing activities and closing prayer. 

 
 

Who can come? 
All are welcome! Catholic Formation families, Lumen Christi School 
families, Confirmation students and sponsors, young adults, 
grandparents, children, couples, individuals, invite your neighbor!    
  
    

²Ƙŀǘ LŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΚ 
It is important that parents learn along with their children However, 
we realize that there will be circumstances that prevent a parent from 
attending. We will always welcome your children. Please let us know in 
advance so we can seat your children with another family.  

 
 

Is babysitting  provided for very young children? 
Yes, free babysitting is provided in the St. Luke room after the meal. 

 
 

What is a take-home packet? 
At each Generations of Faith event, every household will be given a take-
home packet. This packet has several items that support and enhance the 
catechesis (lessons) presented at Generations of Faith. Material in the take-
home packet will include:  

Additional prayers 
Home activities  
Review of faith concepts in the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
Catholic information basics 
Additional reading material for adults 
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First Reconciliation and  

First Eucharist 
 

Here is a brief overview of the process of preparation  
for First Reconciliation and Eucharist: 
  
Sunday Mass 

Weekly participation at Sunday Mass is expected and of 
grave importance given that this is the celebration the 
children are preparing for and will be focusing on during 
their catechetical sessions. 
 

Year 1 ς 1st Grade 
 Preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist is a  
 2-year process that begins with participation in GOF (the 

parish faith formation program) and/or the parish school 
religion class in 1st grade. Children who do not complete 
this first year of preparation in 1st grade can either 
complete it in 2nd grade (and celebrate the sacraments in 
3rd grade) or request the make-up material packet. This 
packet must be completed by September in order to 
enroll in the sacramental preparation program. 
 

Year 2 ς 2nd Grade 
Participation in GOF or the parish school religion 
class continues during this second year of 
preparation. Candidates will also participate in a 
family session and one or two Sunday morning 
student sessions preparing for Reconciliation 
(which is celebrated in January) and a family 
session and two or three student sessions of 
preparation for Eucharist (which is usually 
celebrated in early May, during Easter season). In 
addition, candidates will complete a sacrament 
workbook at home with their families. 
 
 

 
(Continued on next page) 

 

 



 
First Reconciliation and  
First Eucharist (cont.) 

 
Absences & Make-Up Material 
Candidates who miss either a GOF event or a sacramental 
preparation session will need to complete make-up materials. 
 
Sacrament Program Fees 
Parents will receive two separate mailings regarding 
registration for the First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
programs and will pay the 
following program fees:   

$25 for First Reconciliation 
$40 for First Eucharist.  

  
These fees cover the workbook 
and a blessing cup and other 
lesson materials. It is the policy 
of Lumen Christi parish that no 
child will be denied admission to 
any program for economic reasons. Please contact Joan Kress, 
the Associate Director for Child Ministry, at 512-8984, to make 
confidential arrangements. 
 
Children Beyond 2nd Grade  
If your child has not received the sacrament of Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, or First Eucharist and is beyond the age when 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
bŜŜŘǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ  

 

 
 
 

 

Sacrament preparation for 
First Reconciliation and First 
Eucharist is directed by the 

Catholic Formation ministry.  
We recognize that parents are 
the first and most important 
teachers for their children. 

Therefore, these preparations 
are family-based. 
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Confirmation Preparation 
 
The sacrament of Confirmation is usually celebrated in the 11th 
grade. Preparation for high school students wishing to receive this 
sacrament takes place during the school year, and the celebration 
follows in the spring. All students in public, private, and Catholic 
high schools prepare for and receive this sacrament in their home 
parish. 
 
Requirements for Confirmation 
Weekly Sunday Mass 
Weekly participation at Sunday Mass is expected. 
 
Year One & Two τ 9th & 10th Grades 
Attendance at Generations of Faith sessions during 9th and 10th 
grade years or attendance at a Catholic high school for 9th and 10th 
grades. 
 
Year Three τ 11th Grade 

Attendance at Confirmation 
preparation sessions held 
throughout the year, both in 
home groups and 
Generations    of Faith events 
Attendance at a full weekend 
Confirmation retreat (students 
attending Catholic high schools 
are also required to attend this parish 
retreat) 
Ongoing candidate/sponsor meetings 
Completion of a Letter of Intent to the confirming bishop  
Completion of a half-hour Confirmation interview 

 
Details on these and other requirements can be found in the 
Confirmation Handbook given at the Confirmation parent meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

άtǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
should aim at leading the 
Christian toward a more 

intimate union with Christ  
and a more lively familiarity 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ  

ς Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

#1309 
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K4 Through Grade 5 
 

Child Ministry encompasses K4 through grade 5, including 
First Eucharist and First Reconciliation preparations. 
Generations of Faith events include age-specific learning 
activities for children from K4 through grade 5. 
 

All children participating in Catholic Formation must have a 
baptismal certificate on file. If your child was not baptized at 
St. Cecilia, St. James, or Lumen Christi, and if you have not 
already provided a certificate to the Catholic Formation office, 
please include a copy with the registration form. If your child 
has not been baptized, please contact Joan Kress at (262) 512-
8984. 
 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
This worship experience is offered two or three Sundays per 
month, October through June, at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass at the Thiensville 
church and the 11:15 a.m. Mass 
at the Mequon church. Children 
in K5 through 3rd grade are 
invited to an age-appropriate 
presentation of the Liturgy of the 
Word, with discussion and 
activities to help them understand 
the Gospel message at their level. 
The children are brought back to the assembly for the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist. If interested in leading this group about once 
per month, please contact Joan Kress. Training and materials 
are provided. 
 

Individualized Instruction 
Individualized Instruction serves children and youth with 
special needs and is structured based on the needs of the 
registered participants. 
 

Please complete the Special Needs box at the bottom of your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
served by this program. The Associate Director of Formation 
ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
how Individualized Instruction can help meet these needs. 

 
 

 

Children in K5 
through 3rd grade  
are invited to an  
age-appropriate 
presentation of the 
Liturgy of the Word 
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Middle School Activities 
 

A variety of social activities and service opportunities is 
offered annually for middle school students. They include a 
fall haunted house trip, a faith-a-thon, summer dodge ball 
ƭŜŀƎǳŜΣ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ {ƛȄ CƭŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
opportunity to serve locally through the Justice, Do It 
program sponsored by our district parishes 

 
High School Activities 

 

High school teens are encouraged to become involved in 
various parish ministries. Some of these include:  

Participating in Summer Outreach 
Sharing leadership in peer ministry 
Joining a choir 
Becoming a lector or usher 
Babysitting 
Attending the National Catholic Youth Conference 
Helping with Generations of Faith 
Helping with middle school events 

 

Summer Outreach 
Outreach is a yearlong program that gives parish high 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
service and justice. 
 

Students and adult leaders meet throughout the school 
year to share their faith and their call to serve, build 
community, and prepare for a weeklong service trip in the 
summer. This formation includes learning about Catholic 
social teaching, discernment of gifts, a local service 
experience by their small group, and fund-raising. 
 

This summer teens will serve in Green Bay, WI; Detroit, MI; 
Eagle Butte, SD; Worcester, MA; Chicago, IL; St. Louis, MO; 
and rural Appalachia. Their duties will include working on 
housing improvements, leading summer Bible schools for 
children, digging trenches for running water, helping with 
meal programs, and  (cont.) 
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High School Activities 
 
Outreach (cont.) 
serving at shelters. An invitation to join Outreach is sent to all parish high 
school teens and their parents in early September with meeting dates, 
requirements, fund-raising information, and further work site details. 
The registration and fee deadline for Summer Outreach is in October, 
2009. For more information, please call Jen Klecker at (262) 512-8989. 
 
Peer Ministry 
Parish teens explore Christian leadership through meeting on a 
regular basis to help plan and organize spiritual, service, and social 
opportunities for their peers. Activities in the past have included 

hosting movie nights, gathering for evenings of 
prayer and faith discussions, sharing in teen 
dinners, helping with service projects, leading a 
one-night retreat, and enjoying social trips and 
events. Meetings are usually held at the St. 
Cecilia House in Thiensville. For more information 
on meeting times, please contact Jen Klecker at  
(262) 512-8989.    

 
Retreats 
In our fast-paced lives, it is vital that we teach our children the importance 
of taking a step back to reflect, pray, discuss, and build community with 
others. A complete list of student expectations and 
retreat rules will be sent home before each retreat. 
We uphold an atmosphere of safety, respect, and 
sharing on all our retreat experiences. Any student 
who refuses to comply with this policy will be sent 
home after consultation with a parent. 
 
Service Hours 
High school students are expected to participate in family, church, and 
community service each year of high school. Students needing a 
project may receive help in finding an appropriate one by contacting 
one of the Catholic Formation directors or by utilizing the Family 
Service Guide online at www.lumenchristiparish.org. 

 
 
 

 
 

All high school 
teens of the 
parish are 
welcome to join 
this youth group.  

 

Take time to 
reflect, pray, 
and build 
community. 
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Registration and Finance Policies 
 
Registration 
Registration takes place in the spring of each year. Timely 
registration of all families keeps tuition costs down and is 
essential to providing high-quality Catholic Faith Formation 
for your child. The registration deadline for 2009-10 is  
May 31, 2009. 
 
Tuition 
Catholic Formation tuition is $140.00 per child for the first 
three children in the family. Catholic Formation is strongly 
supported by your generous donations to the parish general 
fund. Without your support, Catholic Formation would not 
be able to offer quality programs for you and your family. In 
the spirit of true parish stewardship we strongly encourage 
you, as we do all parishioners, to give of your time, talent, 
and treasures for the ministries of Lumen Christi.  
 

You have the option to either pay the full tuition at the time 
of registration or pay a $100.00 deposit per student. A 
deposit is necessary to process registration forms. A balance-
due statement will be sent out in October. The deposit is 

non-refundable. Please direct 
tuition questions to Carol 
Roltgen, Administrative Assistant 
for Youth Ministry and Finance, at  
(262) 242-7978. 
 

Special Consideration: It is the 
policy of Lumen Christi parish 
that no child shall be denied 
admission to the program for 
economic reasons. Please contact 
Jim Piotrowski, Director of  

Administrative Services, at (262) 512-8994, to make 
confidential arrangements. We encourage all families to 
generously share their time and talents.  
 
Retreat FeesτSee next page 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Catholic Formation  
is one of the primary 
missions of Lumen 
Christi Church and 

will never be denied 
to anyone on the 

basis of their ability 
to pay.   
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Registration and Finance (cont.) 
 
Retreat Fees  
All 11th grade Confirmation candidates, including those from 
Catholic high schools, will attend a weekend retreat prior to 
receiving the sacrament. A one night high school retreat will 
be available for students in 9th and 10th grades.  Fees are: 
   Confirmation Retreat $140 
   High School Retreat $95 
 

 

 
 

Basic Policies  
Attendance 
If a student is consistently absent, fails to make up missed 
work, or does not participate in sessions, he or she will not 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
candidacy for receiving the sacraments.  
 
Absences 
Any time a student will be absent, please call the appropriate 
number listed below in advance of the absence: 

Grades K4 ς 5:   (262) 512-8984 
Grades 6 ς 10:    (262) 512-8989 
Confirmation: The parents of Confirmation students 
Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 
of an absence. 

 
Deadlines 
Deadlines for retreats or other special events allow the Catholic 
Formation staff to prepare and provide a safe, worthwhile 
experience. Because of the importance of adequate 
preparation, registration deadlines for these will  
be strictly enforced. 
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Behavior  
Students are expected to be courteous and to conduct 
themselves in a Christian manner. If a student repeatedly 
disrupts a session, parents will be called in for 
consultation. In cases of continued difficulty, the student 
will be removed from the classroom. Since we may share 
the building with the day students, it is important that we 
respect the property of others. Any act of vandalism, no 
matter how small, is unacceptable. 
 
 
Dress Code 
All students in Catholic Formation are expected to dress in 
an appropriate manner for sessions and large group 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
ǎŜƭŦΣ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎǘǎΦ The following 
clothing items are unacceptable to wear to Catholic 
Formation sessions:  

Hats of any kind 
Clothing items with alcoholic advertising 
Clothing items that contain vulgar or suggestive 
language or images 
Clothing that is excessively tight, low cut, or 
suggestive 

 
 

Cell phones, iPods, and pagers are not to be used  
during sessions or in the school or  

church buildings at any time.  
 

These items will be confiscated, and  
parents will be called to pick them up. 
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